
 
Welcome to the NAADAC 2022 Annual Conference & 50th Anniversary Celebration! 

As NAADAC’s President, I, the Indiana Association for Addiction Professionals (IAAP), and NAADAC’s partners welcome 
you to the first in-person NAADAC Annual Conference since 2019! We are thrilled to be holding the 2022 Annual Conference 
& 50th Anniversary Celebration in Indianapolis! 

This year’s conference is particularly special because not only is this the first in-person conference we have held in two years, 
but we are also celebrating NAADAC’s 50th Anniversary! I hope you will have the opportunity to connect, re-energize, learn, 
and celebrate alongside me and our fellow addiction professionals during these six days of education, training, networking, and 
capacity building! 

#NAADAC2022 is an immersive educational experience that bring together industry experts from across the globe. Our agenda 
is full of plenary presentations, workshops, panel discussions, poster presentations, and exhibitor opportunities that illuminate 
the latest innovations, best practices, trends, and issues that impact all addiction-focused professionals, address challenges, and 
advance the treatment of addiction and substance use disorders. 

The conference isn’t all about learning, thank goodness. It is also about networking and having fun! As we do every year, we 
will be recognizing contributions to the addiction profession and outstanding achievement efforts in person at the 50th 
Anniversary Celebratory Awards Luncheon. You’ll also have plenty of time to network during breaks in the Exhibit Hall and 
the 50th Anniversary Welcome Reception on Friday night. I want to strongly encourage you to come to the NAADAC 
Education & Research Foundation (NERF) Auction & 50th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday night for music and fun, all 
while supporting the important work funded by NERF. It is open to all!  If you have seen Gerry Schmidt appearing as our MC 
and auctioneer at previous NERF events, you know why you need to attend! 

The Exhibit Hall will be home to over 80 exhibitors featuring unique and cutting-edge products, services, and resources. I 
encourage you to put our exhibitors to work – ask what they have to offer that would help you and sharing with them your 
specific needs that have not been met to date in our industry. Attendees have the opportunity to win prizes from the exhibitors 
and NAADAC through its Exhibitor Passport Game! 

The NAADAC Executive Committee and Board of Directors will be conducting live business meetings during the conference 
and will be available to assist you in any way they can. Please feel free to approach any of us while at the conference. We need 
to hear what you have to say – it is the only way NAADAC can meet the needs of those working on the front lines.  As 
President, I personally hope to meet as many of you as possible, hear what you have been doing professionally, and learn what 
the needs are in your home states.  

We are very excited to return to in-person events AND we still need to create and maintain a safe and enjoyable environment 
for all attendees, speakers, exhibitors, and staff. NAADAC’s priority is always the health and well-being of our community, so 
we have implemented thorough safety protocols to meet or exceed the recommendations from the CDC and other federal, state, 
and local guidelines.  

In closing, I would be remiss if I did not take the time to recognize and acknowledge all of the wonderful sponsors and exhibitors 
for their support of this year’s annual conference. We couldn’t have put it together without them, and I hope you are excited to 
meet with all of them! In addition, I want to recognize and thank the NAADAC Executive Director, Deputy Director, directors, 
staff and volunteers for all of their hard work in putting this conference together on top of their already busy demands at the 
NAADAC office.  

I sincerely hope that you thoroughly enjoy your experience at NAADAC’s reuniting conference! Acquire knowledge. Meet 
new people. Explore widely. Stay healthy and safe!  

 
Mita M. Johnson, EdD, LAC, MAC, SAP 
NAADAC President 


